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B. Criminal History 

 

The horizontal axis on the Sentencing Guidelines Grids is the criminal history score. An 

offender’s criminal history score is the sum of points from eligible: 

 prior felonies;  

 custody status at the time of the offense;  

 prior misdemeanors and gross misdemeanors; and 

 prior juvenile adjudications. 

 

This section details the requirements for calculating the criminal history points in each of 

these areas. This section also details the requirements for calculating criminal history points 

for convictions from jurisdictions other than Minnesota and convictions for enhanced 

felonies. 

 

Comment  

2.B.01.  The Guidelines reduce the emphasis given to criminal history in sentencing decisions. 

Under past judicial practice, criminal history was the primary factor in dispositional decisions. 

Under the Guidelines, the conviction offense is the primary factor, and criminal history is a 

secondary factor in dispositional decisions. Prior to enactment of the Guidelines, there were no 

uniform standards regarding what should be included in an offender’s criminal history, no 

weighting format for different types of offenses, and no systematic process to check the 

accuracy of the information on criminal history.  

 

2.B.02.  The Guidelines provide uniform standards for the inclusion and weighting of criminal 

history information. The sentencing hearing provides a process to assure the accuracy of the 

information in individual cases.  
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2.B.03.  If a conviction has been expunged, Minn. Stat. § 609A.03, subd. 7(b), provides: 

Notwithstanding the issuance of an expungement order: 

(1) an expunged record may be opened for purposes of a criminal investigation, prosecution, 

or sentencing, upon an ex parte court order; 

.  .  . 

Upon request by law enforcement, prosecution, or corrections authorities, an agency or 

jurisdiction subject to an expungement order shall inform the requester of the existence of a 

sealed record and of the right to obtain access to it as provided by this paragraph. . . . 


